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I am sorry to add, that this does not appear to be the
case with us; nor is it in my power to make Congress
fully sensible of the real situation of our affairs, and that
it is with difficulty (if I may use the expression) that I
can, by every means in my power, keep the life and soul
of this army together. In a word, when they are at a
distance, they think it is but to say, Presto begone, and
everything is done. They seem not to have any con-
ception of the difficulty and perplexity attending those
who are to execute.

After the Battle of Princeton, Washington drew
his men off to the Heights of Morristown where he
established his winter quarters. The British had
gone still farther toward New York City. Both sides
seemed content to enjoy a comparative truce until
spring should come with better weather; but true to
his characteristic of being always preparing some-
thing, Howe had several projects in view, any one
of which might lead to important activity. If ever
a war was fought at long range, that war was th^
American Revolution. Howe received his orders
from the War Office in London. Every move was
laid down; no allowance was made for the change
which unforeseeable contingencies might render nec-
essary; the young Under-Secretaries who carefully
drew up the instructions in London knew little or
no tiling about the American field of operations and
simply relied upon the fact that their callipers
showed that it was so many miles between Point Xe town.  Sep-
